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Englishmen—so the story went—stood for a moment in dumb
amazement, until Leslie Stephen, who had just written An
Agnostic's Apology^ shouted the words 'Glory Hallelujah,' while the
orthodox bishop exclaimed: 'Well, I *m damned!'
While I was staying at Zinal Dr. Adler, the founder of the
Ethical movement in America, arrived in Switzerland, and on my
way home I called upon him at the Giesbach Hotel on Lake Brienz.
He then explained to me how he had come to establish the first
Ethical Society and why, after his studies at Heidelberg and
Berlin, he had felt himself unable to succeed his father, who was
a respected Rabbi in New York City, The story of Dr, Adler's
spiritual struggle is told in his best-known work, An Ethical
Philosophy of Life, and need not be repeated here, but as I too had
gone through the same valley of doubt and renunciation, I under-
stood quite clearly all that the journey had involved. Dr. Adler
immediately impressed me as a man of great mental capacity and of
rare moral insight. I am not sure that I know what is meant when
a man is described as being 'great'; but judged by his life's work,
by his contributions to the theory of education, by his scholarship,
and by his far-reaching spiritual influence, Dr, Adler was, I believe,
that. Small in stature, with a voice lacking both power and
beauty, he exercised a beneficent sway over three generations of
American men and women by the arresting quality of his thought,
and by his intense moral fervour. A seer, rather than a prophet,
he nevertheless pointed the way to a new religious life.
I left Dr, Adler feeling somewhat depressed and unhappy. His
description of what an Ethical Society leader and advocate should
be, seemed definitely to place that position beyond my reach. Such
a leader should have received a severe academic training; he should
be a close thinker, an eloquent speaker; and he should possess a
personal character such as few men own. The emphasis which
Dr. Adler laid upon the need for a systematic academic training
greatly troubled me, and I think that I should have given up any
intention I may have had of seeking a career in the Ethical move-
ment that he had founded, had not inner forces compelled me to
continue. And I remember that at the time I consoled myself
with the thought that some of those whose teaching and example
had most influenced mankind—Jesus, Isaiah, and others—had
never received the approving mark of Oxford or Berlin. I had
the privilege of Dr. Adler's friendship for thirty-three years, and
I believe that, while he would have preferred that I should have

